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Sol�c�tat�ons by Trade Assoc�at�ons

Append�ces

C. Solicitations by 
Trade Associations

In add�t�on to sol�c�t�ng noncorporate members and 
�ts own personnel, a trade association may sol�c�t the 
restr�cted class of member corporat�ons (�.e., the�r 
execut�ve and adm�n�strat�ve personnel, stockhold-
ers and the fam�l�es of both groups). Sol�c�tat�on of 
a corporate member’s restr�cted class �s a two-step 
process. F�rst, the trade association obta�ns the cor-
porate member’s wr�tten approval for sol�c�tat�on; 
second, the assoc�at�on conducts the sol�c�tat�on.

1.  Request for Corporate 
Approval

Required Information
A trade association must make a wr�tten request to 
the member corporation for perm�ss�on to sol�c�t 
the member’s restr�cted class. (The request may be 
sent to the corporate representat�ve w�th whom 
the assoc�at�on normally conducts �ts act�v�t�es.) 
Th�s request for approval must �nform the member 
corporation that:

Corporate approval �s necessary before the 
trade association or �ts SSF may conduct a sol�c�-
tat�on; and
The corporation may not approve sol�c�tat�ons by 
another trade association for the same calendar 
year. 114.8(d)(3).

Optional Information
The trade association may enclose a copy of pro-
posed sol�c�tat�on mater�als �n �ts request for ap-
proval. Moreover, the trade association may note that 
�t �ntends to l�m�t the scope of the sol�c�tat�on (e.g., 
to just execut�ve and adm�n�strat�ve personnel but 
not stockholders). 114.8(d)(3) and (5).

Publication in Association’s Magazine
A trade association may publ�sh �n �ts �nternal maga-
z�ne or newsletter a form for obta�n�ng sol�c�tat�on 
approval from corporate members. The form must 
�nclude the requ�red �nformat�on descr�bed above, 
and the form’s word�ng must be suffic�ently spec�fic 

•

•

so as not to be cons�dered a sol�c�tat�on for contr�-
but�ons. AOs 1981–41 and 1980–65. (See page 23 
for rules about sol�c�tat�ons �n �nternal publ�cat�ons.)

Request Made at Convention
At �ts convent�on, annual meet�ng or s�m�lar event, a 
trade association may request sol�c�tat�on approvals 
from corporate members and may set up a booth 
for th�s purpose. The requests must be �n wr�t�ng 
(e.g., handout forms), must �nclude the requ�red 
�nformat�on and may not conta�n a sol�c�tat�on for 
contr�but�ons. The trade association may also rece�ve 
wr�tten sol�c�tat�on approvals at the convent�on 
as long as they are s�gned by persons author�zed 
by the corporat�ons to make such approvals. AOs 
1981–41, 1978–83 and 1978–17. (Sol�c�tat�ons con-
ducted at convent�ons are d�scussed �n Sect�on 4.)

2.  Approval by Corporate 
Member

Written Approval 
Before a trade association may sol�c�t the restr�cted 
class of one of �ts corporate members, the assoc�a-
t�on must obta�n wr�tten author�zat�on from the 
member corporation. The member must des�gnate the 
calendar year for wh�ch the sol�c�tat�ons are autho-
r�zed; the author�zat�on automat�cally exp�res on 
December 31 of the des�gnated year.

There �s no l�m�t on the number of compan�es 
from wh�ch a trade association can obta�n sol�c�tat�on 
approvals. In a part�cular calendar year, however, a 
corporation may author�ze only one trade association 
to sol�c�t �ts restr�cted class. 114.8(d).

Approval Extended to Affiliated 
Nonconnected PAC
Any sol�c�tat�on approval granted by a corporate 
member of a trade association also covers sol�c�ta-
t�ons from a nonconnected PAC affiliated w�th the 
trade association’s SSF.  AO 1996-38. 

Approval Using the Internet and the 
Web
The Comm�ss�on approved a proposal whereby 
a trade association d�str�buted a “perm�ss�on to 
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sol�c�t” form to �ts members on the Internet and 
on a members-only web s�te.  The Comm�ss�on’s 
conclus�on was based on the determ�nat�on that 
the “perm�ss�on to sol�c�t” form d�d not otherw�se 
const�tute a sol�c�tat�on. AO 2000-10.

Use of Electronic Signatures
In  another advisory opinion, the Comm�ss�on adv�sed 
that a trade association PAC could accept corporate 
members’ electron�c s�gnatures as wr�tten author�-
zat�on to sol�c�t the restr�cted class of the�r cor-
porate members. The trade association could obta�n 
the electron�c author�zat�on through e-ma�l or �ts 
web s�te.  In e�ther case, the trade association had to 
ver�fy that:

The perm�ss�on-to-sol�c�t forms were ava�lable 
only to author�zed corporate representat�ves; 
and
Each electron�c s�gnature came from the corpo-
rate representat�ve.

Furthermore, a copy of the electron�c approval had 
to be ma�nta�ned, �n a read�ly ava�lable form, for 
three years.  AO 2000-22.

Multiple-Year Approvals
A member corporation may grant �ts approval for 
several years �n advance; however, the company 
must prov�de the trade association w�th a separate 
approval for each year. For example, a trade asso-
ciation could ask a member corporation to approve 
sol�c�tat�ons for five consecut�ve years. The corpora-
tion would have to subm�t a s�gned statement for 
each year approved; the five statements and s�gna-
tures could appear on one form or on five separate 
forms. 114.8(d)(1) and (4); AO 1984–61.

Corporate approval of trade association sol�c�ta-
t�ons �n no way l�m�ts the corporation’s r�ght to 
sol�c�t contr�but�ons for �ts own SSF. 114.8(e)(2).

Content of Approval
Scope
A corporation’s author�zat�on may l�m�t the scope of 
the sol�c�tat�ons to part�cular members of the re-
str�cted class (for example, l�m�t �t to stockholders). 
114.8(d)(5). Note that trade assoc�at�ons may not 
sol�c�t persons outs�de of the member corporation’s 
restr�cted class.

Frequency
The corporate approval may also l�m�t the number 
of t�mes sol�c�tat�ons may take place dur�ng the 

•

•

calendar year. Unless otherw�se spec�fied �n the ap-
proval, the trade association may conduct unl�m�ted 
sol�c�tat�ons. 114.8(e)(1).

Records
The trade association must reta�n a copy of the wr�t-
ten approval for three years after the year to wh�ch 
the approval appl�es. 114.8(d)(2).

3. Who May Be Solicited

Parent Corporation 
If a parent corporation �s a member of the trade as-
sociation but �ts subs�d�ar�es are not, then the trade 
association may sol�c�t (w�th pr�or approval) the 
restr�cted class of only the parent. 114.8(f).

Subsidiary Corporation
L�kew�se, �f a subs�d�ary corporation �s a member of 
the trade association but the parent �s not, then the 
trade association may (w�th pr�or approval) sol�c�t 
the restr�cted class of the subs�d�ary only; the 
parent’s restr�cted class �s not sol�c�table. 114.8(f).

Nonstock Corporation
A trade association may (w�th pr�or approval) sol�c�t 
the �nd�v�dual members of a member non-stock cor-
poration, only �f the �nd�v�dual members have r�ghts 
and �nterests that correspond closely to those of 
stockholders.  AO 2000-4, 1999-16 and 1999-15.

4. Solicitations at Convention
A trade association’s convent�on or annual meet-
�ng may be the s�te of �mperm�ss�ble sol�c�tat�ons 
�f the assoc�at�on �nadvertently sol�c�ts execut�ve 
and adm�n�strat�ve personnel of corporat�ons that 
have not g�ven pr�or sol�c�tat�on approval. To avo�d 
mak�ng �nadvertent unlawful sol�c�tat�ons at such 
convent�ons or meet�ngs, trade assoc�at�ons should 
observe the follow�ng gu�del�nes, based on several 
advisory opinions.

Permissible Solicitations
A trade association may sol�c�t SSF contr�but�ons 
from a booth at a convent�on, prov�ded that:
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For more information, or to obtain 
additional copies, write to us at

Information Division
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20463
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